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Jacob, bless these nuptials, and make them prosperous to these
kingdoms and to His Church." l

Although Lake was allowed to act as Secretary on this
occasion, it was generally understood that, in spite of his Parlia-
36i3. mentary antecedents, Neville was now the candidate
S^the'sec- most likely to obtain the post, if the King should
retaryship. determine to fill it up. In the beginning of January
the Council petitioned him to name a Secretary.2 With his
usual impulsiveness, James had at first thrown himself into the
business of the office, and had read and answered despatches
with commendable regularity. But he had soon grown tired of
the labour, and complaints were heard that business was often
at a standstill for want of his application to the duties which
he had voluntarily undertaken. James promised to consider the
advice of his Council ; but he was too desirous of keeping
power in his own hands to take any steps in the matter.

But whatever might be the King's decision on this point,
he threw no obstacles in the way of the solemnisation of the
Feb T       marriage to which all good Protestants were hope-
'     fully looking forward.   The ceremony was performed

the Prmcess. ^ ^ possible pomp and splendour on February 14,.
1613. Even the Queen herself condescended to be present,
thougli she had long looked with displeasure on the alliance,
and had hitherto refrained from showing any sign of favour to
the Elector. His frank and hearty manners seem to have won
her over, and to all appearance she was now perfectly contented

1 Charnherlain to Carleton, Dec. 31, 1612, Court and Times^ i. 215 ;
Rymer, xvi. 725.

- Chamberlain to Carleton, Jan. 7. 1613, Court and Times, \. 218.
Wotton was out of favour at this time, as James had just heard of his
celebrated inscription in the Album at Augsburg, " Legatus est vir bonus
peregre missus ad mentiendum Reipublicce causaV The difficulty of the
ordinary explanation has often been felt. It is impossible that he should
have meant to make a joke which is unintelligible excepting in English, a
language which was not understood at Augsburg. Is it not possible that the
interpretation, *' An ambassador is a good man sent to lie abroad for the
sake of his country," was a happy thought, which first occurred to him as
a good excuse to make, when he was taxed by James with what he had
done ?
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